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By Gabriel Vasquez
Board Member
Hispano Chamber of Commerce 
de Las Cruces

A hot-button issue awaiting a stamp of 
approval from Congress is the topic of the 
Hispano Chamber of Commerce de Las 
Cruces’ new television advertisement.
Known to many locals as simply, the 
“wilderness act,” the Desert Peaks-
Organ Mountains Wilderness Act seeks 
permanent federal protection for more 
than 340,000 acres of land in Doña 
Ana County. The Hispano chamber 
fully endorses this legislation.

The bill would create wilderness conser-
vation areas in the county, including Broad 
Canyon, Robledo Mountains, Whitehorn, 
Cinder Cone, Alden Lava Flow, Potrillo 

Mountains and Sierra de las Uvas.

Such preservation, the chamber believes, 
will continue to attract people from the 
state, country and world to enjoy the 
natural beauty of southern New Mexico. 
Some may come to partake in outdoor 
activities such as hiking, hunting and 
fishing, while others, such as bird 
watchers, will simply come to marvel 
at the area’s wildlife. These attrac-
tions, coupled with existing activities 
such as ranching and grazing, will 
contribute to new economic activity, said 
chamber Vice President John Muñoz.
“This protects our identity in southern 
New Mexico, and in the future, it will 
provide economic opportunity for 
small and merchant businesses to 
bring economic prosperity tat revolves 
around tourism,” he said. “The chamber 

examined this issue carefully to make 
sure it provided a good balance, and 
this is the right thing for business.”

The chamber’s new one-minute 
commercial, being aired on various 
Comcast Cable channels including 
ESPN and CNN, features various scenic 
attractions in the area and a local 
family partaking in outdoor activities. 
It showcases some of the areas that 
would be protected from further 
development and heavy-road use 
under the new federal designations.

Rep. Jeff Steinborn, southern New 
Mexico director of the New Mexico 
Wilderness Alliance, said he’s 
pleased with the new commercial.

“I think it’s a well-done piece and 

will hopefully go far in explaining why 
wilderness (designation) is important 
to our area,” he said. “It really is about 
keeping things the way they are now.”

For nature lovers looking to explore the 
sights and sounds of Doña Ana County’s 
natural spaces, or those looking to 
volunteer for the cause, a local wilderness 
coalition offers various opportunities.
At www.donanawild.org, visitors 
can sign up for the organization’s 
newsletter or learn of upcoming events, 
get connected to regional and state 
legislators or voice their support or learn 
more about the proposed legislation.

by Claire Long Cote 

NeoRio is an annual event celebrating 
art, nature, culture, and community at 
Wild Rivers Recreation Area near Questa, 
New Mexico. Hosted by the Bureau of 
Land Management’s Taos Field Office, 
NeoRio is organized by the environmental 
arts initiative LEAP (Land, Experience 
and Art of Place), in collaboration with 
John Wenger of Wild Earth Studio, the 
New Mexico Wilderness Alliance, the 
Town of Questa and other cosponsors. 
Set for September 25th and 26th, NeoRio 
2010 will proudly feature environmental 
artist and sculptor Lynne Hull and 
will present an outdoor screening of 
John Wenger’s new short film “Nature 
Tramp.” NeoRio made its debut in 2009, 
featuring water artist Basia Irland with 
an ice book launch on the Rio, a sunset 
potluck dinner, and a campfire with 
live music on the rim of the gorge.
Created as a platform for innovative 
ecological artists, NeoRio is also an 
opportunity for cross-pollination between 
artists, conservationists, and others 
interested in protecting, celebrating, and 
experiencing the many aspects of our 
communities and wild lands. The ancient 
relationship between humans, our fellow 
creatures, and our environment is a 
complex story of interdependence that 
we each author every day with our own 
choices and actions. NeoRio attempts 

to tell and to explore this story through 
innovative and creative installations, 
interventions, and interactions with 
our environment. It asks the questions 
what is the role of art in wilderness 
conservation and what is the role of 
wilderness conservation in art?
In her artist’s statement, Lynne Hull 
describes her work: “My installations 
provide shelter, food, water or space for 
wildlife as eco-atonement for their loss of 
habitat to human encroachment.… Most 
[of my] artworks function in the temporal 
gap between the time reclamation of 
damaged sites begins and the time nature 
recovers” (http://www.eco-art.org/). 
Lynne will be creating three site-specific 

installations for NeoRio 2010 dealing 
with both habitation enhancement and 
erosion. Over the course of three days, 
students, artists, and members of the 
public will be involved in the creation 
of these new sculptural works.
On Saturday, September 25th, at 2:00 
PM, all are invited to the Wild Rivers 
Recreation Area Visitor Center, where the 
event will begin with short presenta-
tions from event organizers and a talk by 
Lynne Hull, followed by the opportunity 
to participate in creating one of her 
sculptures. All are then invited to the 
Montoso campground for an evening 
celebration with food, a campfire, live 
music, and outdoor short film screenings. 

September
25th and 26th!

Please being your own chairs for the 
campfire as well as drinks and a dessert 
to share. For those interested, camping is 
available at Wild Rivers for $7 per night. 
On Sunday, all are invited to visit Lynne 
Hull’s installations and participate in other 
planned activities to explore the unique 
environment of the Wild Rivers Recreation 
Area. NeoRio events are free and open 
to all. Come celebrate art and nature 
and explore the Wild Rivers Recreation 
Area on September 25th and 26th!

To find out more about attending NeoRio 
2010 or to become involved as an artist 
or volunteer, visit www.leapsite.org, 
contact emailforleap@gmail.com or 
call 575-586-2362 or 575-586-1150.

Hispano Chamber of Commerce 
Endorses Wilderness

October 23, 2010, At The Bosque School in Albuquerque
9 am - 3 pm   Admission of $20, includes lunch, $10 for students.

This year’s Wilderness Conference is sure to instill new vigor and 
dedication in all who love, enjoy or work to protect New Mexico’s 
wildest landscapes!   Offerings include workshops on discovering 
New Mexico’s secret landscapes.  A special journaling workshop 
delves into the richness of experiencing wild nature.  Here, attendees 
create a living notebook from reflections on nature through drawing, 
writing & alternative media.  A special award will be presented 
to Senator Jeff Bingaman for his outstanding work to protect 
Wilderness.  Renowned landscape photographer David Muench 
will do a slide presentation honoring the memory of Stewart Udall, 
former Secretary of the Interior.   Endangered species stenciling & 
wildlife viewing sessions will be held outside in the Bosque, during 
lunch.  A film highlights the work on the Mexican Wolf conservation 
stamp & a silent auction of weekend getaways & fun items round out 
the day.  We invite you to join us for a day of networking, wildlife, 
and learning who is doing what for New Mexico’s wild public lands!  
Register on-line at www.nmwild.org or contact Trisha at 505-843-
8696 ext. 1001 or Roger ext. 1004 for details.

CREATE YOUR 
WILD LEGACY!
New Mexico Wilderness Alliance

Phone: 307-332-3242 • www.lighthawk.org

Volunteers flying for the environment 
since 1979.

TO ORDER:  Visit our Web site at geoinfo.nmt.edu or call (575) 835-5490 
Visit our Publication Sales Office on the campus of New Mexico Tech in Socorro, New Mexico
Wholesale discounts available

Published by 
The New Mexico Bureau of Geology 

and Mineral Resources
A division of New Mexico Tech

An overview of some of New Mexico’s 
most significant geologic landscapes, this 
introductory guide includes 49 chapters 
on the most popular and spectacular 
public lands in northern New Mexico. 
With over 300 color photos, maps, and 
illustrations, it’s a perfect guide for the 
roadside geologist and anyone wanting 
to know more about what’s underfoot 
in northern New Mexico. $24.95 pb, 380 
pages, full color, ISBN 978-1-883905-25-5.

The Geology of Northern New Mexico’s Parks, 
Monuments, and Public Lands 

NEW in 2010


